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Delivering good Pastoral Care is one of the most important aspects of 
the School’s focus on the individual student.  Excellence in Pastoral 
Care is achieved through generating connectedness, collegiality 
and positive relationships. A key to this is the recognition and 
development of Emotional Intelligence and the acknowledgment of 
the importance of adherence to the “Golden Rule” – do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.
Student wellbeing is integrated across all of Girton Grammar School’s curriculum, programs 
and activities and is specifically implemented through Yale University’s internationally 
renowned ‘RULER’ approach – a program that develops social and emotional literacy skills 
in students and teachers.  As the first Australian school to adopt RULER, Girton Grammar is a 
national leader in the development of Emotional Intelligence in Schools. 

Every student at Girton Grammar School, both Junior and Senior, is allocated to one of 
the six houses: Aherne, Frew, Jenkin, Jones, Millward or Riley. The House system fosters a 
sense of connectedness to the wider School Community. The traditions of loyalty, pride and 
involvement through participation are fostered.

In the Senior School (Years 7 to 12) the Pastoral Care Model is based on the House system. 
Each Head of House, supported by an Assistant Head of House, develops the philosophy or 
“flavour” of their house and co-ordinates the House Tutors and their students. The student 
will become well known by the House Tutor in all aspects of daily life: academic performance; 
co-curricular involvement; social cohesiveness; standards of behaviour and the student’s 
interests outside school. It is important that every student has a sense of belonging within 
the larger school community and our House system fosters this.

In Junior School, while the Houses are still vigorously celebrated, the Pastoral Care model is 
classroom and Year Level based with the classroom teacher being the first point of contact 
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further at Year 10 with the inclusion of VCE 
subjects (Business Management, Music 
Performance, Sociology, Drama, Systems 
Engineering, Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies and Geography) and subjects 
which allow students to study areas of 
interest in greater depth (Sports Science, 
Classical Studies, Art).

When entering Years 11 and 12, students 
are well prepared for the VCE. Students 
have the opportunity to select from the 120 
VCE Units on offer, with most undertaking 
a Year 12 course of study while in Year 11. 
Additional support is offered to students at 
the VCE level, which includes extra tutorials 
and extensive (intensive) vacation classes.

Junior School  
Curriculum
In Junior School students experience 
a diverse curriculum. Their classroom 
teacher delivers the English, Mathematics, 
Humanities, Information and 
Communications Technologies and Health 
Curriculum. Students have Specialist 
Teachers for Japanese, French, Physical 
Education, Art, Music, Drama and Library.

Students in Year Two are also involved 
in the Strings Program where they learn 
either the violin, viola or cello. Students 
in Years Three to Six participate in Choir. 
They have weekly sessions with their Music 
teachers in class groups and often perform 
at Ensembles Evenings and Competitions. 
Students from Year Three on are able to join 
one of our String Ensembles once they have 
completed the Year Two String Program.  In 
Year Five students not involved in strings 
are invited to join the Band program.

Students in Years Four to Six also have 
a specialist teacher for Science which 
includes weekly sessions in the Science 
Laboratories.

Providing a strong integrated 
Preparatory to Year 12 focus on 
education
Girton Grammar School offers a wide range 
of subjects in both the Senior and Junior 
Schools.

The aim is to provide a strong, integrated 
Preparatory to Year 12 focus on education, 
to encourage a desire for lifelong learning 
and produce thinking students through 
excellent teaching. We also aim to provide 
technologies and environments to allow 
learning to occur more easily and in a 
diversity of learning styles.
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